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Dear City Leaders,
Who's in charge of where the Schenectady Bike-Share location stations are being placed? Did some one at City Hall (in
Planning, Engineering, or the Mayor’s Office) give advice or have veto power over where CDTA and CDPHP are placing the
Bike Share stations? I’ve only run into three Downtown locations out of the seven in Schenectady so far, but I’d say they get a
mark of Zero for Three:
1. They put a station “near Proctor’s”, that is actually across State street at the end of the Jay Street Pedestrian Walkway (see
1st attachment).Two problems: (a) Bike-Share patrons will be obtaining and returning the CHPHP green bicycles at the end of
a block where bicycles are specifically banned in the Municipal Code, with appropriate signage at each end. (see 2nd
attachment); (b) cyclists will be maneuvering their bikes (hopefully walking, not riding) either on the sidewalk of the busiest
pedestrian block in the City, or on the roadway that is one of the zaniest, most hazardous blocks for driving, parking, crossing,
letting out and picking up Proctor’s audience members, and otherwise traversing in the City. Doesn’t behind Proctor’s make
more sense, or on one of the City’s downtown parking lots?
2. They put a station at Riverside Park (which Bike-Share calls Riverfront Park). Two problems: (a) as the BikeSchenectady
master plan affirms, the Municipal Code does not permit bicycles on (most) City Park paths, and would need to be changed to
allow bikes access to park paths (see 3rd attachment); placement at the Park encourages using the only path in Riverside
Park for cycling, interfering with current users of many kinds, and raising liability issues; and (b) with 6 acres to choose from,
they place it on the most expensive real estate in the Park — the specially designed Overlook (a/k/a Esplanade), with its quiet
space, and fancy pavers and brick. See 4th attachment). With 8 bikes parked at the Riverside Park Bike Share station, a large
percentage of the Overlook will be commandeered and lose much of its quiet grace.
3. They put a station at the Central County Library, which has a large parking lot and wide space alongside the building.
Nonetheless, the rack is not out of the way, but is instead taking up space right at Clinton and Liberty Streets, so close to the
curb, that passengers in cars at the curb on Clinton Street might not be able to open their doors, and sidewalk space is
narrowed. (see 5th attachment)
I understand the virtues of a program like Bike-Share, but that should not mean the program cannot be criticized, and
does not have to be monitored to assure the safety and convenience of pedestrians, park users, and other travelling our
streets. Please phone me at 518-377-9540 (home) or 496-5093 (cell), if that is a more convenient way to
thank you for your time and consideration,
David
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