-------- Original Message -------Subject:Schenectady Applicant "Covers Up" Onsite Tunnel Discovery [Final]
Date:Mon, 27 Oct 2014 09:29:24 -0400
From:David Giacalone <dgiacalone@nycap.rr.com>
To:info@gaming.ny.gov
To: NYS Gaming Facility Location Board
attn: Gail P. Thorpe
re: Comment on the Schenectady Casino Application
On Monday, October 20, 2014, I received a message through the Stop the Schenectady Casino
website (which I edit), asking me to investigate a rumor alleging that the Applicant/Developer of the
proposed Schenectady casino at the Old ALCO Plant site (now called Mohawk Harbor) had
discovered tunnels under the foundation of a building on the proposed casino site and had asked the
local media not to report on the discovery of the tunnels. My subsequent investigation verified those
two allegations, along with the fact that the Applicant never disclosed the existence of the tunnels to
Metroplex, the Lead Agency in its SEQRA review process. My attempt to delay the final approval of
the environmental review by Metroplex at its October 22 board meeting was unsuccessful, with no
public mention of tunnels, and Metroplex chairman Ray Gillen insisting to me that there were no
tunnels.

Screenshot of photo of ALCO site tunnel, taken by John Strang, DEC remediation engineer.
I believe this Tunnel Issue draws the integrity of the SEQRA review process into question, along
with the credibility of the Applicant and its sensitivity to the importance of historic and archeological
artifacts, and is further reason to reject its Application. In this Comment, I will describe what I have
learned over the past week, providing related evidence or further explanations as attachments.
1. On October 20, I sent an email to two professors and an interested Schenectady Stockade
neighbor, with a background copy to XXXXXX, a Gazette reporter, and two other journalists,
telling of the allegations of tunnels discovered at the ALCO plant site and the Applicant's request
for media silence on the topic, and asking if the recipients were aware of any such tunnels. [see

attached screenshot of the email by David Giacalone] About six minutes later, I received a reply
from the Gazette reporter saying, "Yes there are tunnels and they are working to get rid of them. I
was asked not to report on that fact." In a subsequent reply, she also wrote, "I did discuss it with
my editors but we're kind of limited if the developer won't let us report on it or take photos." [see
attached screenshot of email by XXXXXX to David Giacalone with the quoted replies]
2. On October 21, 2014, I spoke at length by telephone with DEC remediation engineer John
Strang, PE, who is in charge of the remediation process at the ALCO brownfield site. Mr. Strang
confirmed the discovery of "pipe chases" at the site, which were large enough to be moreappropriately called tunnels. The concrete tunnels have all been demolished and the area
covered in fill. On August 5th, the developer informed the DEC remediation office that, while
demolishing the foundation of ALCO Building 332, its contractor had broken through to a utility
tunnel space that emitted traces of diesel contamination. [That contamination has been
completely removed.] As stated in his Oct. 21 email to David Giacalone, Mr. Strang sent me "site
work pictures showing breaking into the tunnel as part of removing the Building 332
foundation." One of those photos is inserted above, and screenshots of two others are attached.
Mr. Strang also stated more than once that there was probably no way the contractor could have
known about the tunnels until demolishing the building foundation. He explained that the
contractor needed to dig and eventually create a new foundation or protection layer deeper than
the top of the tunnels, so they had to be removed and the area refilled.
3. According to information at the Historic Marker Data Base website, "Building 332 was one of
the longest structures in the world at nearly 1000 feet when it was completed in 1905." (see
attached photo with commentary by historian Howard C. Ohlhous) Furthermore, DEC engineer
Strang told me by phone that the buildings on the ALCO site often were built over the foundations
of prior buildings dating from the mid-19th Century, and "cells" found during its demolition suggest
that was the case with Building 332.
4. The photos were taken on August 5 and August 8, prior to approval by Metroplex of the Draft
SGEIS and a 30-day public comment period, but the Applicant never disclosed the existence of
the tunnels to Metroplex, nor to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, or to this Location Board, an
Involved Agency.
5. On October 21, I emailed the six photos sent to me by Mr. Strang to Don Rittner, the former
Historian of Schenectady County and former City of Schenectady Historian. Dr. Rittner wrote
back that day:
"[A] professional archeologist should have been hired to document the site before
destruction. This was such an important part of Schenectady history that we may never
know what those tunnels were for. Could they have been secret passageways in case of
war, later used for other purposes, hence the small pipes that obviously were not part of the
original purpose?
"If it was something special to Building 332 then what is it."
Dr. Rittner also concluded that the discovery should have been disclosed as part of the EIS
process. [his email is attached]
6. On the evening of October 21, I sent to Gazette reporter XXXXXX an email with a summary of
what I had learned thus far. She emailed me back the morning of October 22 "to clarify" what she
had said on October 20th. XXXXXX wrote (see the attached email screenshot):
"Thanks for sending this my way. I want to clarify that the developer did not tell me not to
report on it, just simply didn't want to comment about it on the record. When I spoke with the
developer about this they had only recently made the discovery. We didn't move forward with
a story previously because your findings today are similar to ours."
I replied to her that my initial email on this topic was so clear on what I hoped to learn, and her
reply was so concise and direct, that I believe her initial reply was more accurate than the
proffered clarification. Furthermore, the Applicant's refusing to grant an interview or allow photos

to be taken at a time prior to approval of its Draft SGEIS is sufficient to cause speculation, as is
Ms. XXXXXX's inability to recall the time-frame of the relevant communication with the developer.
7. Late on the afternoon of October 22, I emailed to Ray Gillen, chairman of Metroplex, the
attached Memorandum, which includes a collage of the 6 photos sent by Mr. Strang, outlining my
findings and requesting that no final vote be taken on the SGEIS until the matter was further
investigated and appropriate action taken, including steps to preserve any similar discoveries for
assessment by a professional archeologist prior to destruction. Mr. Gillen went ahead with
presenting Metroplex's environmental impact statement as the final step in the SEQRA process,
and it was passed by the Board unanimously early that evening. Mr. Gillen spoke with me after
the Board meeting, and insisted several times that "there were no tunnels." Of course, DEC
engineer Strang and Gazette reporter XXXXXX readily referred to the hollow concrete structures
discovered under Building 332's foundation as "tunnels." [The Wikipedia entry for "Utility tunnels"
states: "Utility tunnels range in size from just large enough to accommodate the utility being
carried, to very large tunnels that can also accommodate human and even vehicular traffic."]
8. Neither Mr. Gillen nor the Developer's spokesman and consultants have presented any
justification for asking the press not to report on the discovery of the tunnels.
Whether they are called "utility tunnels", "utility chases", "utility corridors", or any other term of art,
the discovered hollow structures were part of or beneath the foundation of a building completed more
than a century ago, which played an important part in the history of ALCO, of Schenectady, and of
our nation's war efforts in the 20th Century. A professional archeologist could have readily examined
and documented the tunnels, assessing whether they were standard, mundane utility corridors, or
were indeed of archeological and historical significance. We will never know, because the Applicant
concealed their existence from all but DEC's all-important remediation engineer.
Just as it has ignored the significance and needs of the neighboring Stockade Historic District, the
Applicant has failed to fulfill its obligation to protect important historic elements of the mandated
environmental impact review. Metroplex has also failed to live up to its SEQRA obligations, focusing
instead on its assumed role as development cheerleader.*
On behalf of the people of Schenectady (City and County), the Stop the Schenectady Casino group
asks this Board to consider the Applicant's actions and inaction regarding the ALCO tunnels as yet
another indication of its unsuitability to operate a casino in Schenectady.
Respectfully submitted,
David Giacalone
on behalf of Stop the Schenectady Casino
*/To the extent that the Gazette newspaper allowed itself to be part of the Applicant's concealment
efforts, it has also failed to serve its public. We understand that a different reporter has been asked
to get to the bottom of the Tunnel Issue and related obligations to document our history, and that a
second person has come forward to confirm the Applicant's request to stifle the story.
David Giacalone
Schenectady, NY
Stop the Schenectady Casino
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