
 

 

NYS Gaming Commission 
Gaming Facility Location Board 
P.O. Box 7500 
Schenectady, NY 12301-7500 
 
Dear Location Board Members, 
 
I am writing as a concerned citizen and member of a faith community to oppose the granting 
of the application of Rush Street Gaming to operate the Rivers Casino at Mohawk Harbor.   
I believe that granting the license for Rivers Casino at Mohawk Harbor fails to meet the goals 
and requirements  of the Upstate NY Gaming Economic Development Act.  I am opposed to 
granting this application for the following reasons: 
 
1.  Unlike the other Capital Region locations proposed to the Board, the Schenectady Casino 

is the only location well on the way to be fully developed without a casino, and 
Schenectady already has a vibrant and successful development process. 

2. The Schenectady Casino is the only proposal that directly threatens the welfare of a 
treasured Historic District, namely the Stockade. 

3. The Schenectady Casino is the only proposed location and applicant that directly 
threatens the welfare of a student body that has hundreds of potential young gamblers 
living not more than a few blocks away. 

4. Mohawk Harbor’s urban location has more disadvantages than advantages:  it will cause 
an increase in crimes such as drug sales, prostitution, DUI and car theft, especially near 
the casino, plus embezzlement, fraud, and an increase in problem gambling and its 
effects on families. 

5. The applicant’s local support is less signifiant than it claims and weaker than in 
competing in communities. 

6. There was no legal public hearing afforded to city residents, which is striking for a project 
of this magnitude and impact. 

7. Rush Street Gaming invests in Ruby Seven Studios, which develops, markets and 
distributes casino games such as slots and poker through social network and smart 
phone “app” websites with terms of service that expressly allow children as young as 13 
to play without and further age or identity verification.   

 
Also:   
 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Signature:      Date: 
Printed Name: 
 
Address:      Zip: 
 
Congregation: 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


