
 
A message from Stop the Schenectady Casino [stoptheschenectadycasino.com] 
on voicing your opinion to the NYS Gaming Facility Location Board [9/2014] 
 
It is not too late to let the NYS Gaming Facility Location Board know that you are opposed to having the 
proposed casino in Schenectady. We suggest writing before the Public Hearing on September 22, 2014, 
but the deadline to be part of the public record is September 29, 2914. The Director of Communications for 
the Gaming Commission assured us that all comments are preserved for consideration by the Board, and 
told us "The best way to submit comment on a proposal is to email info@gaming.ny.gov."   
 
In writing, make reference to the application for a casino-operating license in Schenectady by Rivers 
Casino at Mohawk Harbor.  Sending the message by email will provide the Board with a digital copy of 
your Comment, making it easier to archive. If you wish to write on paper, send your letter to: New York 
State Gaming Commission, Gaming Facility Location Board, PO Box 7500, Schenectady, NY 12301-7500. 
 

Please use your own words to tell the Board your main reasons for opposing the Schenectady 
casino.  We believe that the promised benefits claimed for the casino are uncertain and may be of short 
duration, and they are clearly outweighed by many negative factors that are likely to occur. Moreover, 
basing fiscal policy on casino revenues is regressive and inappropriate. In addition, Schenectady is not 
desperate for development as the Applicant suggests. For years, our leaders have taken credit for 
revitalization, with many new jobs and businesses. Moreover, the Galesi Group says it will develop 
Mohawk Harbor, and remediate the brownfields, with our without a casino -- an investment of $200 
million, the biggest in the City's history. 

 
Here are some other reasons that members of Stop the Schenectady Casino have for our opposition: 
 

• Injury to local businesses due to the casino taking a large portion of dollars spent on leisure in the 
area, with most visitors coming from less than 50 miles, causing business bankruptcies, staff 
reductions, and closings. The many amenities at the casino will keep day-trippers on the casino lot. 

• An increase in crime, such as drug sales, prostitution, purse-snatching, DUI, car theft and break-
ins, especially near the casino, plus domestic violence; and embezzlement, fraud and financial 
crimes;  

• An increase in the prevalence of problem gambling, and gambling by the elderly and the very poor, 
bringing much stress and injury to families as well as the entire community.  

• A serious threat to the legally-protected residential nature of Schenectady's "gem," the Stockade 
Historic District, which is a few blocks away, and will suffer more crime and traffic. 

• The proximity to the Union College campus, which even has a large undergraduate residence one 
block away, although 18-year-olds are allowed to gamble in this State, and we know that younger 
gamblers are more vulnerable to becoming problem gamblers, especially if they binge drink. 

 
Capital Region Public Hearing on September 22: Public presentations to the Location Board regarding 
each of the four Capital Region applicants (described in the Press Release as "day-long public comment 
events") will take place on September 22, from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., at the Albany Holiday Inn Turf, 205 
Wolf Road, in Colonie.  Our representative is scheduled for 10:00 - 10:05 A.M. Each public comment event 
will be open to the public, web-cast on the Commission’s site [www.gaming.ny.gov] and recorded for the 
Board’s use in its evaluation of applicants." If you have more questions about either event, contact 
Lee.Park@gaming.ny.gov. 
     For more Opposition information go stoptheschenectadycasino.com 


